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O Job: stand still, and consider the wondrous works of God.
Job 37:14
By KC Ung

Study I – Prologue, Dialogue and God’s Wondrous Creation and Creatures.
Job chs. 1, 2, 38, 39

Study II –God’s Two Wondrous Creatures, Continued Dialogue and Epilogue.
Job chs. 40-42

Intro.: The Background to the Book:

(I) The Prologue:
Job chs. 1, 2
(2) The Dialogue with Eliphaz, Bildad, Zophar,
Job chs. 3-31
(3) The Monologue of Elihu: 
Job chs. 32-37

O Job: stand still, and consider the wondrous works of God. 

37:14
(4) The Dialogue with God: 
Job chs. 38:1-42:6

Gird up now thy loins like a man; for I will demand of thee, and answer thou Me.

38:3
(5) The Epilogue 
Job 42: 7-17 

A. Prologue or The Trial of Job
Job chs. 1, 2
1. The Person of Job.
1:1-5

There was a man in the land of Uz, whose name was Job;
1:1a

a. His Perfection – that man was perfect and upright, and one that feared God,

 and eschewed evil, cf. blameless and upright; he feared God and shunned evil, 
NIV



b. His Prosperity – this man was the greatest of all the men of the east.
1:3

His substance also was seven thousand sheep, and three thousand camels, 
and five hundred yoke of oxen, and five hundred she asses, and a very great household.

c. His Progeny – there were born unto him seven sons and three daughters.
Job 1:2, 4, 5

2. The Predicament of Job.
a. The Course of Tragic happenings...

1:13-19; 2:7, 8

i. To Job’s Possessions:

· The Sabeans Stole all his oxen and donkeys and killed his farm hands.

· Fire Fell from heaven and burnt up his sheep and his shepherds.

· Chaldeans Carried off all his Camels and killed his servants.

· A Wilderness Wind blew down the house where his sons and daughters were, killing all.

ii. To Job’s Person: Job was afflicted with Sore boils from Sole to crown.

2:7, 8

Satan…smote Job with sore boils from the sole of his foot unto his crown.
b. The Cause for the Tragic happenings to Job:

The Consequences of two Confrontations between God and Satan:


i. The 1st Confrontation:
1:6-12
· The Assembling of the Sons of God and Satan.
1:6, 7

· God’s Assessment of Job.
1:8

· Satan’s Allegation of God’s unfair protection of Job.
1:9-11

· God’s Allowance for Satan to test Job.
1:12
ii. The 2nd Confrontation:
2:1-6

· Job Remained faithful – still he holdeth fast his integrity
2:1-3

· Satan’s Repartee: touch his bone and his flesh, and he will curse Thee…
2:4, 5

· God’s Restriction: Behold, he is in thine hand; but save his life.
2:6

c. The Character of Job that stood out:
1:20-22

i. Job…fell down upon the ground, and worshipped,
1:20b
ii. In all this Job sinned not, nor charged God foolishly.
1:22
Naked came I out of my mother's womb, and naked shall I return thither: 
the LORD gave, and the LORD hath taken away; blessed be the name of the LORD.

iii. In all this did not Job sin with his lips.
2:10
His wife said: Dost thou still retain thine integrity? curse God, and die.
2:9

Job replied: Thou speakest as one of the foolish women speaketh. 
2:10
What? shall we receive good at the hand of God, and shall we not receive evil? 
B. The Theme of Job:
Job 37:14
Elihu’s best advice: O Job: stand still, and consider the wondrous works of God
1. Addressed to Job personally – O Job.
2. Amidst the Admonition and Advice of Job’s pals:

a. Eliphaz: the Innocent do not suffer; only the Iniquitous get Inflicted.
4:7, 8
Remember, I pray thee, who ever perished, being innocent? or where were the righteous cut off? Even as I have seen, they that plow iniquity, and sow wickedness, reap the same.

b. Bildad: God does not Pervert justice; He does not Punish the Perfect.
8:3, 20

Doth God pervert judgment? or doth the Almighty pervert justice?
Behold, God will not cast away a perfect man, neither will he help the evil doers:

c. Zophar: How dare Job Incriminate God with Injustice? Job is not that Innocent!
11:6, 7

Know therefore that God exacteth of thee less than thine iniquity deserveth.


 Canst thou by searching find out God? Canst thou find out the Almighty unto perfection?

d. Elihu: God deals with man according to their works; Man needs to consider God’s Works. 
Who hath enjoined him His way? or who can say, Thou hast wrought iniquity?
36:23, 24
Remember that thou magnify his work, which men behold.
37:14

Hearken unto this, O Job: stand still, and consider the wondrous works of God.

3. Advice now for Job to Stand Still – stand still
Consider similar advice given in the past:


a. Moses: Stand Still, and see the Salvation of the LORD
Exo. 14:13, 14

Fear ye not, stand still, and see the salvation of the LORD, which He will show to you to day: for the Egyptians whom ye have seen to day, ye shall see them again no more for ever.

The LORD shall fight for you, and ye shall hold your peace.
b. Moses: Stand Still to hear the Lord’s command regarding a belated Sabbath:
Num. 9:8-11

Stand still, and I will hear what the LORD will command concerning you.

And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, Speak unto the children of Israel, saying, If any man of you or of your posterity shall be unclean by reason of a dead body, or be in a journey afar off, yet he shall keep the passover unto the LORD. The fourteenth day of the second month at even they shall keep it, and eat it with unleavened bread and bitter herbs.

.

c. Joshua: The priests to Stand Still when crossing River Jordan.
Josh. 3:8


Thou shalt command the priests that bear the ark of the covenant, saying, When ye are come to the brink of the water of Jordan, ye shall stand still in Jordan.

d. Joshua to command the Sun to Stand Still for one day.
Josh 10:12, 13

Then spake Joshua to the LORD in the day when the LORD delivered up the Amorites before the children of Israel, and he said in the sight of Israel, Sun, stand thou still upon Gibeon; and thou, Moon, in the valley of Ajalon.

And the sun stood still, and the moon stayed, until the people had avenged themselves upon their enemies. Is not this written in the book of Jasher? So the sun stood still in the midst of heaven, and hasted not to go down about a whole day.

4. Attention focused on the Lord – consider the wondrous works of God
See chs. 38-42
Consider the wondrous works of God
Intro.
(1) God speaking out of the Whirlwind – cf. the whirlwind carrying Elijah to heaven.
II Kings 2:11

(2) God’s  Word that came to Job:
Job 38:1-40;:2 40:6-41:34

God spoke Audibly and Appeared to Job visibly through the great wind.
Cf. 42:5

(3) Job had been Pestering God for answers to his questions; now God Presented him with more. 38:1-3

He had been Challenging God, but he himself was Confusing the issues –

"Who is this that darkens My counsel with words without knowledge?
38:2, NIV

I. God’s Questions with regard to His Creation.
Job 38:4-38
A. Where was Job…
38:4-15

1. When God Constructed the Cosmos and laid the Cornerstone of the earth,
38:4-7
in the presence of the Heavenly Hosts?

2. When God swaddled the Birth of the Bursting sea with clouds and shut up its Bounds?
38:8-11

3. When God Commences the Day and brings in the Dawn to reveal the Clear nature of things 
38:12-15
like a piece of Clay stamped by a seal and Colours everything in its path, 
v. 14, NIV

and bringing to light men’s evil Dark Deeds and Consigns them to Darkness.
v. 15


App.: 
Ye are all the children of light, and the children of the day: we are not of the night, 


nor of darkness. Therefore let us not sleep, as do others; 


but let us watch and be sober.
I Thes. 5:4-8

B. Did Job know…
38:16-30

1. The Springs of the Sea or had he Searched its Depths or 
38: 16-18

See the Doors of Deep Darkness of Death? 
v. 17

Could Job Comprehend even the vast expanse of the earth? Declare it if he could.

v. 18

2. The Dwelling places of Light and Darkness and Discern the Direction to their homes? 
38:19-21

Job should because he was born in a Dark womb from which he had come into Light!
v. 21a

Besides his Days had been great in number and he had every opportunity to know!
v. 21b

3. The Treasuries of the snow and the hail which God had stored up 
38:22-24

against the Time of Trouble or against the day of battle and war?
v. 23

The Track of Lightning and the direction where the east wind would blow?
v. 24

4. Who Channelled the waters through a Cleft in the sky in the Company of lightning 
38:25-27

To Cause rain to fall on the Deserted Deserts where no man is?
v. 25, 26

Or on Dry Desolate ground to for tender buds to Develop and spring forth?
v. 27

5. Who “Fathered” the rain and the Drops of Dew?
38:28-30
Who “Mothered” ice and the Hhoarfrost of Heaven?
v. 29, NRSV

The waters later hardened as stone and the surface of the deep frozen as ice?
v. 30

App.: 
If God could be parents to nature, could not He be Parent to Job too?

Wherefore, if God so clothe the grass of the field, which to day is, and to morrow 
is cast into the oven, shall he not much more clothe you, O ye of little faith?
Mt. 6:30
C. Could Job…
Job 38:31-39:30

1. Control the Constellations?
38:31-33, NRSV
a. Can you bind the chains of the Pleiades?
v.:31a
“chains” is perhaps “cluster” since the Taurus constellation, the Pleiades, 

is a small cluster of stars formed in the shape of a ring.

b. Or loose the cords of Orion?
v. 31b
The “cords” of Orion is probably the “belt”, the three bright stars in the middle which the ancient people referred to Orion’s belt. Both these constellations are still clearly visible today in the night sky.

c. Can you lead forth the Mazzaroth in their season?
v. 32a
Mazzaroth is unclear. Some scholars think it refers to the zodiac. The ancient people thought of the Mazzaroth as a strip in heaven containing all the main planets.

“In their season” probably refers to their appearance in their appropriate month.

d. Can you guide the Bear with its children? (Or canst thou guide Arcturus with his sons? KJV) v. 32b
“with its children” would then refer to the stars of the Little Bear.
App. : These constellations are just a part of God’s creation, coming under His rule. 
Job cannot determine and move them into their right positions, for only God can do this.
Cf. Psa. 147:3-5

He healeth the broken in heart, and bindeth up their wounds. He telleth the number of the stars; 
he calleth them all by their names. Great is our Lord, and of great power: his understanding is infinite.

2. Control the Clouds?
38:34-38
a. Could he Call out to the Clouds to Cover him with torrential rain?
v. 34

b. Could he Call the Lightning to go where he Commanded them?
v. 35

c. Could he give wisdom to the heart and understanding to the mind?
v. 36

d. Could he Count the Clouds and Convert them into rain from heaven…
v. 37

 when the dry ground Cracked and became hard and the Clods Cleaved fast together?
v. 38

App.: Job could not, but God could.
II. God’s Questions with regard to His Creatures.
Job 38:39-39:30
A. Could Job Conserve food for…
38:39-41
1. The Lions: Could he hunt Prey for the lions and Provide for their young in the wild…
v. 39

While they Crouched waiting in the Covert of their dens?
v. 40

2. The Ravens: Could he Fly to hunt for Prey to Provide Food for them and their young? 
v. 41

App. God has been doing this all the time!
Matt. 6:25, 26

Therefore I say unto you, Take no thought for your life, what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink; nor yet for your body, what ye shall put on. Is not the life more than meat, and the body than raiment?

Behold the fowls of the air: for they sow not, neither do they reap, nor gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father feedeth them. Are ye not much better than they?
Therefore take no thought, saying, What shall we eat? or, What shall we drink? or, Wherewithal shall we be clothed? For after all these things do the Gentiles seek:) for your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of all these things.
Mt. 6:31, 32
B. Would Job know …
39:1-30
1. When the Mountain Goat Conceives and the Deer Calves?
39:1-4

a. When they finally Crouch and “Cast out their sorrows” (their labour pains are ended)?
v. 3, NIV

b. How their young Grow up strong in the open, Go out and do not return?

App. : Commit thy way unto the LORD; trust also in him; and he shall bring it to pass.
Psa. 37:5

2. How the Wild Ass is Cared for by its Creator?
39:5-8

a. Who Sets it free to Roam the countryside and Ranges the green hills for its pasture?
v.5, 8


b. Who Settles him [in] the wasteland as his Home, the salt flats as his Habitat?
v. 6, NIV
c. It even Scorns at the Commotion in the City and the Domesticated Donkey-Driver’s shout. v. 7

App.: If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed.
Jn. 8:36

3. If the Wild Ox (unicorn) will Consent to serve him or abide by his Crib?
39:9-12, NRSV

a. Can you tie it in the furrow with ropes [harness], or will it harrow the valleys after you?
v. 10, NRSV
b. Would he ever trust it to do his work, when it is so used to its independence?
v. 11, 12
Will you depend on it because its strength is Great, and will you hand over your labour to it? v. 11, NRSV
Can you trust him to bring in your Grain and Gather it to your threshing floor?
     v. 12, NIV
App.: Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding.
Pro. 3:5


4. The Ostrich is forgetful and not endowed with wisdom and understanding?
39:13-18
a. The ostrich Flaps its wings joyfully, but they cannot compare with the stork’s Feathers.
v. 13, NIV

b. It Forgets that its, or an animal’s, Foot may crush its eggs in the earth 
vv. 14, 15

c. It treats its young Cruelly and Cares not that her labour was in vain.
v. 16

App.: Can a woman forget her sucking child, that she should not have compassion 

on the son of her womb? yea, they may forget, yet will I not forget thee.
Isa. 49:15

5. The Warhorse was Created with great Calibre?
39:19-25

a. Its Strength is Mighty and it has flowing Mane.
v.  19, NIV

b. It Leaps like a Locust, striking terror with his proud snorting?
v. 20
c. His Strength Sneers at the Foe’s Sword, Spear and Shield: there is no Fear in him at all.
vv. 21-25
App.: 
An horse is a vain thing for safety: neither shall he deliver any by his great strength.
Psa. 33:17, 16


Sing unto the LORD with thanksgiving; sing praise upon the harp unto our God:

Who covereth the heaven with clouds, who prepareth rain for the earth, 
who maketh grass to grow upon the mountains.


 He giveth to the beast his food, and to the young ravens which cry.


He delighteth not in the strength of the horse: he taketh not pleasure in the legs of a man.


The LORD taketh pleasure in them that fear him, in those that hope in his mercy.
Psa. 147:7-11
6. If the Birds of prey will ever Carry out his Commands?
39:26-30
a. Is it by your wisdom that the Hawk Soars, and Spreads its wings toward the south?
v. 26
b. The Eagle mounts up to the Rocky Cliffs and Resides in the Crags.
vv. 27, 28


From there he seeks out his Food; his eyes detect it from Far, thus, he Feeds his young.
v. 29, NIV
c. And where the slain are, there is he. Could Job Command these birds to do all these?
v. 30

App.: 
But they that wait upon the LORD shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with 


wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; and they shall walk, and not faint.
Isa. 40:31

For as the lightning cometh out of the east, and shineth even unto the west; 


so shall also the coming of the Son of man be.


 For wheresoever the carcase is, there will the eagles be gathered together.
Mt. 24:27, 28
Hearken unto this, O Job: stand still, and consider the wondrous works of God.

Be still, and know that I am God:

I will be exalted among the heathen, I will be exalted in the earth.
